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About the TASC Partnership
The Take Action SC Partnership (TASC) 
brings together organizations dedicated 
to sharing knowledge, coordinating 
resources and working together to offer 
South Carolina’s teachers and students 
valuable resources to help protect and 
preserve the environment. 

TASC is comprised of DHEC, Coastal 
Carolina University, PalmettoPride, the 
S.C. ORS Energy Office, Sustainable 
Carolina at the University of South Carolina, and Kirkland Smith,  
S.C. Artist. Each partner brings unique knowledge and perspectives to 
the partnership.

The 2021-2022 School Year at a Glance
Take Action SC (TASC) is celebrating its most successful year yet! 
Between students taught and teachers trained, TASC exceeded goals, 
while still adjusting to the ever-changing challenges of COVID-19. TASC 
was able to get back into the classroom as well as still offer virtual 
presentation options and teacher trainings. Presentations were made 
to 55,267 students and 2,244 teachers. Virtual presentations were 
open to all grade levels and in-person classroom presentations included 
third-grade, fifth-grade, seventh-grade and high school classrooms. 
TASC included lesson demonstrations on natural resources, recycling, 
composting, landfills, food waste, energy conservation, litter prevention 
and used oil recycling as well as virtual field trips. Each grade had a 
unique presentation correlated to that grade’s science standards. Teacher 
workshops were held for all grade levels in various groups from schools 
to districts training 1,189 teachers totaling 3,433 teachers reached 
through this program.  

One goal of TASC is to accurately measure the knowledge gained from 
these presentations and trainings. Each group is given a pre-test and 
post-test. Pre-test scores, on average, rose from 59 percent to 99 
percent in post-tests for students. Post-test scores soared to 100 percent 
accuracy from 75 percent in the pre-tests scores for teachers.  

The Student Ambassadors for Sustainability Program with UofSC 
completed its second year and had nine successful projects. Check out 
more about this year’s projects on the back page. To register your high 
school group or class for the 2022-2023 year, visit takeactionsc.org. 

55,267 
STUDENTS
were taught “Action” lessons  
in both virtual and classroom 

presentations.

3,433+ 
TEACHERS

were reached through “Action”  
training and presentations.

99%  
ACCURACY

(on average) from students  
and teachers during Action  

lesson post-tests.

439 
SCHOOLS
from 44 of the state’s 46 

counties participated in the  
TASC Program.

51  
TEACHER 

WORKSHOPS
were held to teach  

“Action” lessons.

915  

PRESENTATIONS
from the TASC educators  

were made virtually or in the 
classroom.

Key Accomplishments

Just wanted to let you know how 
much we appreciated your visit 
to Taylors. Your presentation was 
awesome! Our STEAM lab teacher  

was blown away by your presentation 
and is gung-ho for beginning the year 

next year. Thanks so much!
 - Taylors Elementary School Counselor

We enjoyed the field trip! 
It hit every science standard 
perfectly. Thank you for such 
an engaging and interesting 

virtual field trip. We look 
forward to another virtual 

field trip next year.
– Lake Murray Elementary Teacher

“Thank you so much! Your 
presentation stirred up 

many conversations with 
my students. They refused 
to use plastic bags at lunch 

today!!!”
 – Orange Grove  

Charter School Teacher



Looking Forward
The newest revised curriculum is out. We partnered with curriculum specialists to revise 
each lesson to align to the recently published S.C. College- and Career-Ready Science 
Standards 2021. Each lesson also includes new resources, videos to compliment the 
lesson, activities and printable resources from our website – takeactionsc.org.

TASC will continue to make virtual presentations for all grade levels for the upcoming year. 
TASC educators also will make in-person classroom presentations to fourth-grade, fifth-
grade, seventh-grade and high school classrooms. The partnership will continue the Student 
Ambassadors for Sustainability Program for high school students with UofSC and has added 
Coastal Carolina University this year.

The partnership was also fortunate to be able to officially add a new partner this year, 
Kirkland Smith. Kirkland has presented our summer workshops and helped schools with 
reuse projects and is now featured in our “Trash or Treasure” lesson.

About ‘Action’
The S.C. Solid Waste Policy and Management Act of 1991 – S.C. Code of Laws §  
44-96-110 – requires that the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control 
(DHEC) provide a curriculum and resource material on recycling for instruction at the elementary, middle and high 
school levels. DHEC’s Office of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling is charged with this responsibility and as part of 
that obligation to consult with the S.C. Department of Education in the development and offering of these resources. 

Action for a cleaner tomorrow: A South Carolina Environmental Curriculum Supplement (“Action”) is an award-
winning, interdisciplinary, activity-based curriculum supplement. It was created by DHEC in conjunction with a 
statewide team of teachers, science coordinators, the S.C. Department of Education and other education professionals. 
“Action” is designed to provide teachers the tools and resources to bring the environment into the classroom. The 
curriculum supplement originally focused on waste reduction, recycling and composting, but has evolved since its first 
edition in 1993 to include air, water, litter prevention, energy, natural resources and sustainability lessons for grades 
K-12. 

All lessons are now aligned to the S.C. College- and Career-Ready Science Standards 2021 and when possible 
contain South Carolina-specific information. Each lesson is reviewed by DHEC staff, subject matter experts as well as 
education and curriculum specialists to ensure accurate information and proper alignment to the current standards. 
The curriculum supplement also offers background information, student activities, video links, handouts and links to 
additional information and resources. 

“Action” is marketed throughout South Carolina and offered through teacher workshops, classroom presentations and 
virtual learning options – all of which are offered at no charge. To learn more, please visit takeactionsc.org or call 
Amanda Edwards at (803) 898-0998.
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Thank You Teachers,  
Educators & Partners
TASC could not be as successful without the teachers and 
educators in South Carolina. Thank you for welcoming our 
educators into your classrooms and learning programs. We are 
grateful for all the positive feedback about the presentations as 
well. And an extra special thanks to our TASC educators and 
partners – sharing your knowledge and passion about reducing, 
reusing, recycling, composting and all things sustainability is the 
key to keeping this program going.
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Student Ambassadors  
for Sustainability Programs
The Student Ambassadors for Sustainability wrapped up it’s second year 
with nine successful projects from high school students around the state. 
These students were mentored by University of South Carolina students 
participating in the Sustainable Carolina program. While students learned 
tips and techniques for sustainable practices they also learned project 
management including setting timelines and meeting goals.

• A Dreher High School Student continued for a second year to write 
a green e-newsletter for students and teachers with environmental 
education, news and sustainability tips.

• JL Mann High School Students conducted their second annual art 
contest for K-12 students across South Carolina. A website was created 
and prizes were awarded to winners.

• A Student from the Academic Magnet High School created a project 
with the intention of bringing sustainability and climate change  
education to Title 1 Schools through a lesson involving games, prizes, 
and long-term goal planning. The lesson plan involved professors at the 
College of Charleston, DNR, the Charleston Sustainability Plan, and other 
academic resources.

• Academy for Arts, Science & Technology Students started a garden 
by planting vegetables in raised garden beds by first germinating the 
seeds in a greenhouse located on campus. A pollinator garden was also 
established.  

• Berkeley Middle College High School Student recruited other students to 
participate in litter clean up with conjunction with Keep Berkeley County 
Beautiful. Other efforts of litter education was shared with high school 
students.

• A Porter Academy Student created a pollinator garden that included a 
raised garden bed and wild flower seeds.

• Blythewood High School Students created a compost program for the 
school and built composting bins. Composting education was shared with 
other students at the high school. 

• A Silver Bluff High School Student conducted an audit to assess the 
food waste, recycling and energy practices that are currently endorsed by 
the school. Results and improvement ideas were shared with the faculty 
about the ways the school could operate more sustainably.

• A Home School Student created a garden after first germinating seeds in 
his green house.

Vegetable Gardens Planted by Academy  
for Arts, Science & Technology Students

Dreher High School’s E-Newsletter

Entries from J.L. Mann High School’s 
Statewide Art Contest

Participants in Blythewood High School’s 
Composting Program

The Green House and Garden Created  
by a S.C. Homeschooler


